Frequently Asked Questions
Do I have any contact with the Scouts I sponsor?

You do not have any direct contact, but you will get an annual newsletter on what has been achieved by the Sponsored Scouts within the City.

Can I get involved with a local Scout Group?

We are always looking for volunteers for a variety of jobs, from providing leadership to the young people, to being Trustees of either the District or one of the many local Scout Groups.

Why do you need to find another way to fund Scouting? 

We have found some areas where we have run “taster days” for Beavers, Cubs and Scouts and have had many young people attend and start to develop through the balanced programme of activities delivered to them. However, we have a number of examples where the young people stop attending as soon as we start to charge, because very simply their families cannot afford to send them. The average weekly charge is only around £2, but this is enough to put off the families of the young people who would benefit most from Scouting. 

Where will the hardship fund be spent?

We currently have around 30 Scout Groups within the City of Nottingham. All Groups will have the opportunity of applying for funding. It is however more likely we will be funding areas within the City where the community has approached us to re-start Scouting, where we have found the young people want to be Scouts, but there is not the money within the local community to fund it. Recent examples of such areas are Radford, St Ann’s, the Meadows, and the Park Gate area of Clifton.
How will the money raised through sponsorship be spent?

The fund will be spent on providing Scouting for the young people – in paying the weekly Scout Group subscription and on the provision of activities for the Beavers, Cubs, Scouts and Explorer Scouts. It will not be spent on property maintenance, or for the purpose of buying Group equipment, such as camping equipment. The fund is specifically to fund costs that would traditionally have been paid for by the parents or carers of the young people.
How will the sponsorship scheme be administered?

The scheme will be administered by the Trustee’s of the City of Nottingham Scout District.
How will young people become eligible for funding?
We need a process which will not be an embarrassment to the young people or their families, otherwise they will not apply, defeating the object of the funding. There will be a simple form to be completed which identifies the amount per week the family can afford to contribute to the young persons Scouting. The forms are to be signed by the parent/ carer, and also by the local volunteer section leader, and then submitted to the District Secretary. The applications will be approved or rejected by the Trustees within 14 days of receipt, the outcome being communicated back to the Scout Group.
How will local Scout Groups get the funding?

At the end of each school term, the Scout Group applies to the trust fund for the agreed and approved difference between the cost of Scouting, and the parental contribution made by the families of the young people. Payment will be made to the Scout Group within a month of receipt of the Group Application.

What are the next steps in sponsoring children through Scouts?

You will need to complete the Sponsorship Form and Standing Order and send them to the District Secretary. Please remember to tick the gift aid box as this enables us to claim tax back from the government.

